Happy
Home,
Happy
Life
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The kitchen is Matt’s favorite space in the house.
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Tracy’s favorite color, green, is
used throughout the home, along
with a palatte of neutral tones
that creates a calm feeling.

A
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good house lets you know right away that it’s
a good house. It’s not that you’re immediately
cataloguing all of the details—the color
choices, the floor plan, the way the light comes
through the windows or the careful positioning
of the house on the lot. Those things are
crucial, but you probably don’t think of them in

so many words, at least not at first. Nonetheless, a good house can
be sensed immediately, because you feel good in it. It’s a gut feeling.
The modern farmhouse of the Showalter family—Matt and
Tracy and their three children—is a gut-feeling good house. It’s
comfortable without being worn out, traditional but not stale,
modern but not cold. It’s a home its owners dreamed of for years
before it came to be.

The house is set back from the road on
a meandering driveway. As you approach
you start to catch glimpses of the whitesided building with its board-and-batten
upper level, overhanging eaves lined with
barnwood, and welcoming red door, all of
which sits on 80 acres of countryside in
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A great room space that encompasses the family room, dining and kitchen areas is seen upon entering the front door.

Cheney. The home was built in 2014, when the Showalters moved
to the Inland Northwest from Denver, but was designed so that it
wouldn’t “look like a new box on the old hill, but like it had been
here forever,” says architect Ryan Ruffcorn.
The move from Denver to Cheney, where Matt grew up, was a
big transition, and there were many reasons behind it. “Family was a
big part but we also felt that Colorado was becoming very crowded.
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We really want a place for our kids to run, and a small town to grow
up in,” explains Tracy. “We looked for land initially in Colorado
but nothing stood out. Matt would often talk about all the lakes in
Washington, and how beautiful it was. We initially had our eye on a
property with a house on it, and I flew out here to see it. The layout
was all wrong but on that very same day our ‘now’ property came
up for sale. I fell in love! That’s when we decided to build. I had

been dreaming about building for years, so
it was really exciting!”
The Showalters had clear ideas about
their dream home: a white house in the
country with an open floor plan, lots of
common spaces coupled with little nooks
to retreat into, and a four-season indoor-
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The indoor/outdoor room has wood paneled walls, lots of windows and a cozy fireplace. It also doubles as a guest room.

outdoor room. They wanted to build something new but timeless,
essentially an old farmhouse “without the problems of an old
farmhouse,” Tracy says.
After a false start with a different builder, Matt and Tracy
teamed up with residential architecture and construction company,
Hanson Carlen, working closely with owner David Hanson and
architect Ryan Ruffcorn. Ruffcorn sent the Showalters a lengthy
questionnaire about the types of spaces their family would like and
the ways those spaces would connect, plus questions about look and
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feel and budget: which rooms would get the most dollars (in this
case, the kitchen).
Because Hanson Carlen’s builders and architects work hand
in hand, there are very few bumps in the road—from start to
finish everyone is on the same page in terms of vision, budget
and execution. “We’re all a team,” Hanson says. The company has
a well-honed method for its projects that includes working with
homeowners to select each of the materials to be used while they’re
still in the design phase, which eliminates the need for tweaks and

Tracy knew she wanted farmhouse
sinks in the home, and after thoroughly
searching, she found them at a great
price, from a store in Missouri.

The goal, was to make the
stairs an integral part of the
design. Rather than being
simply utilitarian, the staircase
is both lovely and functional.

change orders later and makes for a very
smooth process.
“One of our big goals is no surprises
along the way,” Ruffcorn says. This tends to
lead not only to a beautiful home but also
to a great relationship. “It was fun,” Tracy
says of the whole process.
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“It was fun,” Ruffcorn agrees.
After several months of planning
followed by six months of construction,
the home was completed last fall. It is
gorgeous, with turn-crank wood windows
from Sierra Pacific, high ceilings, a soothing
color palette and wide-planked wood

floors. Tempering the traditional elements are industrial touches
like modern light fixtures, metal chairs and barstools, and stainless
appliances. It’s an intentional mix of “rustic with smooth,” as
Hanson puts it, smart juxtapositions like the metal pipes of the
kitchen’s pot rack against the painted rough sawn wood that planks
the ceiling, or the warm wood of the sliding pantry door that’s
complemented by modern hardware.

The house has a smart, functional footprint. “We wanted a house
where we would use all of the spaces,” Tracy says. “I don’t want
extra rooms that we don’t know what to do with.” Every square inch
is used on a day-to-day basis, from the indoor-outdoor room that
the adults like to retreat to in the evenings, to the cozy spot in the
fireplace nook (one of the home’s “little away spaces,” as Ruffcorn
puts it) where their oldest son likes to sprawl and do his homework,
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This “Happy” sign above the front door declares exactly how the
Showalter family feels in their new home.

to the desk area under the stairs that transforms what could have been a dead zone into an
ideal workspace.
“The home has super high insulation values,” says Hanson, noting that it was built above
Energy Star requirements and has double-framed exterior walls that are about a foot thick.
“We talk about getting the bones of the house right and building well the things that aren’t
seen,” Hanson continues. Below-the-surface details include the use of a high-quality rain
screen that wraps the house and allows any water that might penetrate the siding to drain.
These types of choices were important to the homeowners, who intend to live here for a very
long time. Their thinking was simple. “We don’t want to hide things and make it somebody
else’s problem later. We want to do it correctly,” Matt says.
The home’s red front door opens onto a great room space that encompasses the family
room, dining and kitchen areas. The kitchen is Matt’s favorite space in the house, with an
expansive island, white cabinetry, gray Caesarstone Quartz countertops (“I really wanted
the look of concrete, without the upkeep,” Tracy says), stainless appliances, and a white
farmhouse sink. All of the home’s cabinetry and millwork was custom done in house by the
Hanson Carlen team, giving the home a cohesive look where one space transitions seamlessly

78

spokanecda.com • JUNE • 2015

The television in the family room retracts down into a hidden compartment in the cabinets, allowing for unobstructed views
out of the window and onto the property.

to the next. Little details further attest to
the carefulness of the design—a recessed
space in the white tile backsplash above the
gas range is a convenient spot for storing
spices, and shelves built in to one end of the
island house cookbooks.
Just off the kitchen is the dining room,
with a long wood table and a mix of metal
and leather chairs. The family room that
juts off to the east end of the main level is a
beautiful and comfortable spot with a cozy
sectional and built-in cabinets topped with
a long countertop that can serve as a buffet
for entertaining. Beneath this surface is a
cleverly concealed secret: a flat screen TV
that rises with the push of a button, which

keeps the television accessible but out of sight. The windows
here all have low profile roller shades.
The great room has been wonderful on a day-to-day basis,
the Showalters say—and the home has quickly become
popular with their extended family. “The family has made this
the default location,” Matt says with a laugh.
Tracy and Matt made all of the art and furniture choices
themselves. The color palette is full of neutrals accented with
occasional pops of Tracy’s favorite colors, turquoise and
green, which relate each part of the house to the next: green
metal barstools at the island, the lovely darker green of the
fireplace, the soft green hues of the dining room chairs, and
the rich gray-green of the powder room. There is intentionally
plenty of open space

on the walls, which have an imperfect smooth finish that looks
like plaster. Art and window treatments have been pared back
to let the home and its surroundings do the talking. “There’s
not a lot of artwork—your view is the artwork,” Tracy says.
Furnishing the home led to some finds from outside of the
state. The powder room, just off the home’s entry, has a white
sink that was a real score on Tracy’s part. She had been looking
for a
“farmhousey” piece locally and happened to find an almost
identical one in Missouri for half the price. The main level
laundry room has another serendipitous out-of-state find, this
one a weathered metal table from a restaurant in Pennsylvania
that Matt discovered online—unlike the majority of the
furnishings, which were all Tracy. “This is my one thing!” he
says. The table is the perfect size
spokanecda.com • JUNE • 2015
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A coat nook outside of the
indoor/outdoor room helps
keep the family organized.

A variety of unique
light fixtures, from
the industrial ones
in the bathroom,
to the chandelier
in the Showalter’s
daughter’s room,
add rich detail to the
home.

for the space and works equally well for
folding laundry and (occasionally) cleaning
fish. The rust that speckles this table’s legs
even mimics the rich tones of the flooring
on this end of the home, a luxury vinyl tile
that’s easy to clean and withstands the wear
and tear of being near the home’s informal
family entry, just off its three-car garage. A
perfectly appointed mudroom nook by the
garage entry has five cubbies, one assigned
to each member of the family, to keep
things organized and give everyone their
own spot to get ready for the day.
Rounding out the lower level is an
indoor/outdoor room. “We wanted
something we could sit in all year round,”
Tracy says. This room, intentionally set a bit
apart from the rest of the house in location
and style, has rustic boards covering the
walls and ceiling, with a corner fireplace
for chilly evenings, doors that open onto
the adjacent deck, and lots of windows that
will let in warm breezes in the spring and
summer. Adding to the aesthetics here are
the rafter ties that cross the ceiling. This
room also doubles as a guest room for
visitors.
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From the great room, a generous staircase
leads to the second story and the home’s
private spaces. The goal, explains Ruffcorn,
was to “make the stairs an integral part
of the design.” Rather than being simply
utilitarian, the staircase is both lovely
and functional. One of the home’s most
beautiful and eye-catching light fixtures
hangs in the stairwell, a combination of
clear glass and exposed bulbs suspended at
various heights with dark cords—it’s kind
of playful, kind of industrial, perfectly sized
for the space and just the right counterpoint
to the otherwise traditional staircase.
The hub of the second story is the upper
level family room, an area in between the
children’s bedrooms with a comfy couch,
play space and a TV that’s “mostly used for
Xbox,” Tracy says. The two boys each have
their own rooms with gray walls (one son
was talked down from his initial request for
black paint) and lofted beds. In between
their two bedrooms is a spacious bathroom
with two vanities and twin brushed metal
medicine cabinets, fun red light fixtures,
and flooring that looks like rich, dark wood
but is actually luxury vinyl, a material

choice repeated in the other bathrooms.
Their daughter’s bedroom is a playful, girly space full of great features. “This is my favorite
room in the house,” Tracy says. It has soft pink walls and bedding, a custom chandelier,
a walk-in closet and an en suite bathroom, and what are arguably the home’s best views
through its east-facing windows (where blackout roller shades were recently installed to help
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TROVATO
INTERIORS

Numerous windows, double sinks and
a walk-in closet make the master suite a
restful escape within the home.

the early riser sleep in a bit).
The master suite is spacious and quiet,
with soft blue walls, a rustic headboard,
and the continuation of the carpeting that’s
used throughout the upper story—a low
pile carpet with a subtle pattern that doesn’t
show dirt. A long, built-in bench along the
room’s large windows serves as extra storage
space and seating.
The master bathroom has a gleaming
white claw foot tub, built-in custom
cabinetry, recessed shelves for toiletries, and
Caesarstone countertops, another material
repeated throughout the home. A doorless
walk-in shower is luxurious—and it means
no glass to clean. Just through the master
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bathroom is the carpeted walk-in closet.
The upper story also has a small but
important feature near the staircase: a
laundry chute where they can drop clothes
directly down into the laundry room.
The home is everything its owners
envisioned. “That was the amazing thing—
it turned out just as we’d expected,” Matt
says. The inside of the home is in great
shape, and they’re now moving on to the
exterior. The house is perched on a little
ledge, surrounded by peaceful, rolling hills,
quiet except for the croaks of frogs and
howls of coyotes.
Outdoors, they have immediate plans to
put in a yard and a retaining wall, though
there are a lot of possibilities beyond that.
The Showalters joke that they have “years
of landscaping ahead,” but they’re not
complaining. They love their home, and the
letters that hang above the front door sum
up the feeling of residents and visitors alike:
“H-A-P-P-Y.”
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